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West Emory NEWS 

“We are one in the Spirit; we are one in 

the Lord, And they’ll know we are Chris-

tians by our love, by our love…” 
 

I continue to be surprised, gratified and 

inspired at the myriad of ways I experi-

ence the Holy Spirit moving in the life of 

our congregation and in Church at large. 
 

I am excited and humbled to be one of 

our presbytery’s four commissioners to 

the General Assembly meeting in Detroit 

June 14-21. Guided by prayer and the 

leading of the Spirit our task will be to 

seek to discern where God is moving our 

denomination in addressing issues that 

touch the lives of people at home and 

around the globe. I will be serving on the 

committee that will be looking at Middle 

East Issues. [See the article on page 3 

on the General Assembly and how to 

learn more about the work that we will be 

addressing.] Please keep the GA and the 

commissioners in your prayers. 
 

I am also very excited about our new 

hymnal, Glory to God, and the wonderful 

musical and liturgical resources it will 

bring to our worship together. [see arti-

cle]. I hope you will join me in adopting a 

hymnal or more in Honor or Memory of a 

loved one.  
 

As we move into the summer months, 

may you be blessed with times of rest 

and renewal.   Miki    

Easter Photo by Jon Michel 

Pentecost Sunday—June 8th 
 

At Pentecost, the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, we cele-

brate the coming of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life. Because 

of the Spirit’s coming, we no longer need to settle for business as 

usual but can know the transforming and creative love of God that 

makes the impossible possible. 
 

The predominate color for Pentecost is red symbolizing the flames 

of fire and the out-pouring of the Holy spirit on those first believers gathered in the 

upper room in Jerusalem following Jesus’ resurrection. In the “spirit” of the day, you 

are invited to wear red on Pentecost Sunday. For the last few years our congregation 

has been ablaze with a glorious array of red attire. A wonderful sight to behold! 
 

We will also be receiving the Pentecost Offering which is one of the four annual 

church-wide offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Through the Pentecost Of-

fering gifts, we bring God’s transforming love to children at risk. We help guide and 

nurture the faith of Presbyterian young people. We call forth a new generation of 

church leadership through the PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer program.  
 

Forty percent of the Offering stays in our own congregation and will be designated to 

provide camperships for our young people attending summer programs at John 

Knox Center. The remainder of the Offering receipts will be sent to the General As-

sembly Mission Agency to support other programs that minster to youth and young 

adults and advocate for children-at-risk. Through gifts to the Pentecost Offering, we 

act to make tangible, positive changes in our community, our church, and our world. 



News from Child Enrichment Center - Sheena Johanns, Director  
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*We've had a great start to our summer program! We've scheduled so many fun and  

educational field trips for our K-5th students to enjoy all summer long! Water play starts  

in June, and all of our classes enjoy participating in this.  
 

*We recently welcomed to staff Mr. Greg Shurina, our new Pre-Kindergarten teacher. Mr. 

Greg has almost completed his Associates degree in 'Business Management' and also 

works part time every summer as a life guard. 
 

*On Friday, June 13th we will be having “Doughnuts with Dad” to celebrate Father's Day. The children and fathers/

guardians will be able to enjoy breakfast together that morning from 8:20-8:50 am. 

    A Note from our Treasurer 
     Summer is coming. Many of us will be taking a trip or two or even gone for the        

     whole season. And that’s great but…the work of the church continues, and so  

     also do the costs. 
 

     The operating budget of our church is primarily based on the total amount of    

     pledges received during our Stewardship outreach in the fall. So far this year, the 

amount of those pledges that we have collected is running a little behind schedule. And that situation is not likely 

to improve with the drop-off in attendance during the summer months. 
 

So if you are one who is a bit behind, may I take this opportunity to encourage you to consider getting caught up 

on your pledged offering before the distractions of summer travels arrive.  

        Thank you, William C. Hall, Treasurer 

Dear Friends, Not all battles are fought on the battle field. When a service 
member or Veteran is injured or diagnosed with a serious illness, the emotional, 
financial, and physical stress can be devastating. The Fisher program was es-
tablished over 20 years ago to show our service men and women that we care 
about them—particularly in their time of need. Since then, Fisher House Foun-
dation’s  unique mission of providing “a home away from home” for our na-

tion’s heroes during a personal medical crisis has become an essential resource for so many  
deserving military families. We would not be able to make such an impact without your con-
tinuing support.  
 

On behalf of the Fisher family and the many military and veterans’ families who benefit from 
generosity during their most difficult times, we thank you for your contribution of $500.00. 
     Sincerely, David A. Coker, Fisher House Foundation President 

Military Outreach Ministry by Seth Fischer 
 

Continuing our military outreach and tradition of helping our country's military, veterans, and 

their families, WEPC donated $500 from our Pumpkin Patch proceeds to Fisher House Founda-

tion. Fisher House Foundation is best known for a network of comfort homes where military and 

veterans’ families can stay at no cost while a loved one is receiving treatment. Fisher House 

Foundation also operates the Hero Miles program, using donated frequent flyer miles to bring 

family members to the bedside of injured service members as well as the Hotels for Heroes program using donat-

ed hotel points to allow family members to stay at hotels near medical centers without charge. The Foundation 

also manages a grant program that supports other military charities and scholarship funds for military children, 

spouses and children of fallen and disabled veterans. Since 1990, the foundation has offered 5.2 million days of 

lodging, 45,000 airline tickets, and $11 million in scholarships to more than 200,000 families. 
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General Assembly 

Of the PC(usa) 
    The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) meets biennially in even-

numbered years. It consists of commissioners elected by each of its 173 presbyteries. The 

GA is full of activities: business sessions, committee meetings, an exhibit hall, daily worship 

services, and mission tours sponsored by the Committee on Local Arrangements. The assembly acts on hundreds of 

items of business, which it receives through the reports and recommendations of various assembly entities, and 

through overtures from synods and presbyteries. The 221st General Assembly (2014) will be held in Detroit, Michi-

gan -  June 14 - 21. 

 

WHAT IS IT  AND WHAT DOES IT  DO?  

    Half of the commissioners will be ruling elders (lay), half will be teaching elders (clergy). Few will ever have been 

commissioners to the General Assembly before, but most will have served in one of the other governing bodies of 

our church: the session, which provides care and oversight of a local congregation; the presbytery, which provides 

care and oversight of a group of congregations; or the synod which provides care and oversight of several presbyter-

ies. 

 

The GA reviews the work of synods, resolves controversies in the church, is responsible for matters of common con-

cern for the whole church, and serves as a symbol of unity for the church. The General Assembly has several specif-

ic responsibilities outlined in Chapter 3 of the Book of Order. The assembly seeks to protect our church from errors 

in faith and practice, is responsible for assuring that the expression of our theology remains true to the biblical 

standards in our historic confessions. The General Assembly presents a witness for truth and justice in our commu-

nity and in the world community. It sets priorities for the church and establishes relationships with other churches 

or ecumenical bodies. 

 

HOW DOES IT  WORK? 

    First, reports and recommendations come from the various arms of the Presbyterian Mission Agency and the Of-

fice of the General Assembly. The Office of the General Assembly, headed by the Stated Clerk, is the ecclesiastical 

arm of the church. The Stated Clerk and his staff work to ensure that the Presbyterian Church maintains itself as a 

church. The Office of the General Assembly carries out all constitutional, and most ecumenical functions at the Gen-

eral Assembly. 

Mission programs are carried out by the Presbyterian Mission Agency which supervises the work directed to be 

done by the General Assembly, and can make certain decisions on behalf of the Assembly. 

 

    Overtures from synods and presbyteries are the second source of General Assembly business. These governing 

bodies use Overtures to bring recommendations and matters of concern before the whole church. 

    Commissioners Resolutions are a third source of General Assembly business. As a commissioner one is entitled 

to sign two resolutions which will come before the whole assembly. 

    The meeting begins with an orientation on Saturday afternoon and that evening the plenary, or whole General 

Assembly, meets together to elect a Moderator from among the commissioners assembled. 

 

    The Moderator presides over the plenary meetings for the rest of the week. Once a Moderator is elected, the as-

sembly breaks up into assembly committees to consider particular kinds of business. Each committee is responsi-

ble for considering a number of items, and reporting back to the General Assembly on completed actions or their 

recommendations  

    The combined insights of all those on assembly committees become the recommendations to the whole assem-

bly. If they are approved, they guide the church in the years to come. 

 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Please check out the http://www.pcusa.org/ website and go to General Assembly.  

And FAQ on the Middle East Issues and Civil Union and Marriage.                          Page  3 

http://www.pcusa.org/


Robby Strachan and Corey Patton 

Victor and Genie Borrego, Luis, Jenny, 

Josh and Nathan Porras,  
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Congratulations to Corey Patton, son of Jeff and 

Shannon Patton, who graduated from Knoxville 

Catholic High School and plans to attend the Uni-

versity of Alabama. And to Robby Strachan, son of 

Rick and Linda Strachan, who graduated from the 

Webb School of Knoxville and plans to attend  

Auburn University. 

 

Congratulations to Nathan Porras,  

son of Luis and Jenny Porras, who 

graduated from Bearden High School 

and plans to attend Pellissippi State  

Community College.  

 

We also congratulate Genie Porras Borrego who earned her Masters of Educa-

tion in May with a specialization in Child Development from Ashford University 

based in Iowa and to Josh Borrego who graduated from Santa Ana College in 

California last May with an Associate of Arts degree.  

 

     We celebrate with Sharon and Jeff Carter the graduation of their daughter, 

     Jenny Carter, from Maryville College. Jenny is a child of this congregation 

and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology; And with LeeAnne Robertson, granddaughter of Greg and Paula Rob-

ertson, who graduated from the University of Tennessee in December, 2013 with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. 

We are delighted to welcome into active membership of the Church  
the following members of the 2014 Confirmation Class: Ben Reno Cobb, Ronan Hix, and Collin Patton. They have 

completed six weeks of preparation for membership, been examined by the session and made their public  

Profession of Faith during the Easter Sunday worship service. Corey Patton also completed this Confirmation 

Class having already joined West Emory Church in 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Ben Cobb        Ronan Hix   Collin Patton 

One Great Hour of Sharing Easter Offering - 

$745.00 

Thank you for your prayers and for your gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

that are already supporting communities impacted by recent tornadoes and storms. 

Please continue to pray for the success of those involved in rescue and early response 

efforts; and that through the response of the faith community, the people and communi-

ties impacted by these natural disasters and those offering assistance will be reminded 

of the faithful hope that is found in Christ. 
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Launch of “Adopt-a-New-Hymnal” Campaign Begins…. 
 

The Session is pleased to announce that our congregation will soon have the oppor-

tunity to enhance our worship together with the coming of the brand new Glory to God 

hymnals produced by our denomination.  
 

The 853 hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs in the hymnal include all major historical 

and contemporary sacred genres, including African American/Gospel hymns, old favor-

ites and even older hymns that have never been published in a Presbyterian hymnal 

(“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms,” “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”), contemporary praise songs (“Awesome 

God”), and global music from around the world including songs from the Taizé (pronounced “tuh-ZAY”) community.   
 

Eric Wall, a Montreat Musician, brings us a very insightful commentary on the new hymnal.   
 

 A new hymnal?  It can’t be time to give up the old red hymnal – oh wait…. 

 A new hymnal?  Wasn’t there something called The Worshipbook – oh, wait… 

 A new hymnal?  We just got this new blue hymnal – oh wait.... 
 

“Though statistics confirm the typical 20-25 year life span of denominational hymnals, a hymnal change can make 

us feel as though we’re suddenly on the bridge of the Starship Enterprise at warp speed. For myself, I came into 

the PCUSA about a year before the 1990 hymnal was published, and I still find myself in these latter days of 2012 

calling it the “new hymnal”.   Warp drive, indeed, Scotty. 
 

Since 2008, the Presbyterian Committee on Congregational Song has met and worked with some of the most re-

markably thorough and faithful diligence our denomination has witnessed. The fruit of their labors is now available 

to congregations in the new hymnal, Glory to God. 
 

In very basic terms, of course, the idea of a one new hymnal for every member of a congregation means that once 

every twenty years, we spend fifteen or twenty bucks on a new book. (What’s your personal purchase rate of books 

in just one year?) That new book will be used again and again, week in and week out, for several decades.  (How 

many of the books we buy sit around and are read once? or never?) That book is a treasure chest unsurpassed by 

any literary or musical anthology we can imagine: centuries of miraculous music and miraculous words – and 

“miraculous” is not a flippant adjective nor florid hyperbole, but something we believe to be spiritual truth: the mir-

acle of God in Jesus Christ.  Not many books or downloads offer this to us.   
 

Hymnals have a curious place in worshiping communities. They matter – because what’s in them matters. Songs 

we’ve always known, songs we’ve newly learned; the fundamentals of our faith; Biblical story; doctrine; comfort 

and disturbance; songs that draw us into worship and songs that kick us out into the world – and all of that might 

only describe words!  As for music – well, where does one start? In our digital age, music is available to us from 

pretty much anywhere in the world, and our hymnals give us a remarkable cross-section of that breadth. Our  

i-tunes accounts invite us to compile our own playlists of exactly what we like and help us find more of the same; 

and we can easily go through a hymnal and pick out our own list of favorites. But a hymnal presumes not just per-

sonal taste but also the community’s worship, and so it gives us six or seven hundred songs which say, “Here we 

are – notice us and sing us, like it or not”. We are not allowed the luxury, in the community’s worship, of plucking 

rose petals with each hymn in the book, saying “I love it” or “I love it not”. Those questions are not irrelevant, just 

limited - as limited as if they were asked about people.  So we sing all kinds of things, not because everything 

floats our own boat, but because all of it together floats the larger boat of the community. This is the excitement of 

a new collection like Glory to God – a staggering diversity that will engage us in amazing ways in our worship.   

 

I hope that, as a church, we will give thanks to God for the contents and crafting of The Presbyterian Hymnal and 

equal thanks for the contents and crafting of Glory to God. Just as past hymnals have brought our worship to great-

er life, so will this wonderful new collection.”   
  
If you would like to adopt a hymnal or more in Honor or Memory of someone, the cost is just $20 per hymnal. A 

bookplate will be placed in the pew hymnal indicating your name and the honoree. We will begin by purchasing 

140 hymnals. Offering envelopes are available at Sunday worship or in the church office. Checks may be made to 

WEPC and marked “hymnal.” Our goal is to have the hymnals in the pews by the end of June.      Page 5 



Easter at West Emory 

Photos by Jon Michel 

KIDS HOPE USA UPDATE -   
We have had a wonder first year with our partnership 

with A.L. Lotts Elementary School and our KIDS HOPE 

USA Mentoring program for at-risk children. 
 

Debbie Hall, Sheens Johanns, Rena McAlister and Miki 

Vanderbilt enjoyed their weekly, one-on-one time with 

their third, fourth or fifth-grader. Initial nervousness on 

the part of both the mentor and the young person soon 

gave way to a caring bond between the two. This caring relationship led 

to remarkable strides not only academically but also socially and self-

esteem wise. This ministry was undergirded by the prayers of the Pray-

er Partners and the on-going support of the congregation. 
 

If you would like to change a child's life, then please consider becom-

ing a KIDS HOPE Mentor. For more information, please contact our Co-

ordinators Becky Reno, Rena McAlister or Debbie Hall.  

We have a 

great Problem 

and you can 

Help! 
We are blessed with 

a number of young 

families with tod-

dlers and we need volunteers who will 

care for youngest among us in our Two-

Year-Old classroom during worship the 

Sundays they are in attendance. Please 

contact Jenny Porras, Michelle Hensley 

or Pastor Miki, 690-5333 or sign up on 

the Nursery sheet found on the bulletin 

board near the Fellowship Hall. Let’s give 

these parents a break to worship . 
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June: 4 - Jeremy White-

head, 7 -  Noah Fischer,  

8 - Ted Bernard, 12 - Bob 

Slusher, 26 - Carrol Blake, 

28 - Betty Huddleson 

July: 8 - Ashley Singleton, 

12 - Linda Strachan, 14 - 

Bob McCall, 15 - Sharon 

Carroll, 30 - Scott Atchley 

     and Judy Patton 

Calendar   

 of Events 
 

1 -  Worship Service/Communion—10:30 am 

8 - Pentecost Sunday 

 Worship Service—10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

14 - 21—PCUSA General Assembly in Detroit 

15 -  Worship Service—10:30 am 

 Father’s Day 

22 -  Worship  Service—10:30 am 

26 - Session Meeting—7 pm 

29 -  Worship Service—10:30 am 

 

Elders Please Note:  

The next Session meeting is June 26th. 

To My West Emory Family, 

Thank you very much for the 
mug and the book. I appreci-
ate the gifts and I am sure 
they will help me on you life’s 

journey. They will remind me I have a 
church family who loves and cares for me 
very much. Thank you for everything.  
    Love, Corey Patton 

Ted and Joyce Bernard 
XXXXX Terrace 
XXXXX,  
Knoxville, 37923 
Home Phone: 865-XXXXX 
Cell Phone: 865-XXXXX 
 

Kay Devore 
XXXXX. Knoxville, 37934 
Home Phone: 865-XXXXX 
 

Rena McAlister 
XXXXX, Knoxville, 37922 
Cell Phone: 865-XXXXX 
 

Jon and Julie Michel 
Ashley and Sara 
XXXXX, Knoxville, TN 
Jon Cell Phone: 865-XXXXX 
Julie Cell Phone: 865-XXXXX 

Two Cents-a-Meal Offering 
 

The Hunger Action Team of our Presbytery is committed to 

building a network of Presbyterian churches in our area who 

are actively involved in addressing the root causes of hunger 

and providing urgent hunger relief. Its mission is to engage, 

educate and equip individuals and churches within the Pres-

bytery of East Tennessee who are passionate about creating a world where 

adequate food and nutrition is available to all people. Together we are dedi-

cated to addressing the realities of hunger both locally and globally through 

advocacy, funding and collaborative action. One of the significant ways this 

is being accomplished is through the shepherding of funds generated 

through the Cents-Ability (Two-Cents-a-Meal) offering toward hunger pro-

grams and maintaining close relationships with hunger grant recipients. 

 

So far this year our congregation has donated $428.55 to this mis-

sion outreach which includes $274 from our Souper Bowl offering. 
 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

continues to bring God’s love and 

comforting presence to so many. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Connie Hawkins, Sally Little’s  

  mother, with her prayer shawl. 

tel:865-288-3653


1035 Emory Church 

Road@ Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

37922 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

West Emory 

Presbyterian 

Church 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 
Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 
Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 
Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Sheena Johanns 

Many Hands make Light Work 

   at Spring Clean-up Day 

Cassie and Ian remembering when  

they were Noah’s and Sam’s age 


